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Gregorio López y Fuentes’ seminal short story, “Una carta a Dios”(A Letter to God), stands as a cornerstone of

Mexican literature, specifically within the 20th-century movement of rural realism. This narrative is not merely a tale

of simplistic faith; it is a complex intersection of agrarian sociology, psychological resilience, and the profound irony

of human institutions. To understand the depth of this work, one must navigate the technicalities of its narrative

structure, the socio-economic context of post-revolutionary Mexico, and the linguistic nuances that define its

characters.

Historical and Literary Contextualization

Published during an era when Mexico was grappling with the aftermath of the Revolution (1910–1920), López y 

Fuentes’ work reflects the struggles of the campesino (peasant farmer). The story is rooted in the literary tradition 

of Indigenismo and Realism, focusing on the harsh realities of rural life where survival is tethered to the

unpredictability of nature. Understanding the author is crucial: Gregorio López y Fuentes was a chronicler of the

Mexican landscape, awarded the National Prize for Arts and Sciences in 1935. His writing serves as a technical

bridge between the romanticized view of the countryside and the brutal, often ironic, reality of the agrarian class.

The Socio-Economic Framework of the 1940s Mexico

In the context of the story, the request for one hundred pesosis not an arbitrary figure. During the mid-20th

century, this sum represented a significant capital investment for a subsistence farmer. To provide a technical

breakdown, one must consider the purchasing power of the Mexican Peso at the time, the cost of seeds (maize and

beans), and the subsistence requirements for a nuclear family over a twelve-month cycle. Lencho’s calculation was

precise, reflecting an operational budget for recovery rather than a pursuit of wealth.

Narrative Architecture and Plot Decomposition

The story follows a rigorous three-act structure that facilitates its profound irony. Analyzing the narrative through a

technical lens reveals a sequence of events designed to test the boundaries of faith against institutional reality.

Phase 1: The Meteorological Catalyst

The inciting incident is a transition from a beneficial rain to a destructive hailstorm. From a technical perspective, 

the author describes the hailstonesas "new silver coins," a metaphor that juxtaposes natural beauty with

economic ruin. The destruction of the cornfield is total, representing a 100% loss of assets for the protagonist,

Lencho. This creates a state of extreme vulnerability that triggers the secondary narrative phase: the appeal to a

higher authority.

Phase 2: The Institutional Intervention

Lencho’s decision to write a letter to God is an act of unfiltered faith. However, the story shifts its focus to the

postal employees. This introduces the "Human Element" within the bureaucratic machine. The postmaster, initially

mocking the letter, undergoes a psychological shift from derision to empathy. He organizes a crowdfunding effort—

a proto-example of mutual aid within a formal institution. This highlights a technical irony: the institution (the Post



Office) functions as the hands of the divine, yet remains invisible as such to the beneficiary.

Phase 3: The Ironic Resolution

The climax occurs when Lencho receives only 70 pesos. His reaction is not gratitude, but indignation. He perceives 

the discrepancy not as a limitation of human charity, but as a theft by the intermediaries. The technical term for this 

is Situational Irony, where the outcome is the exact opposite of what the characters (and often the audience)

expect. Lencho’s second letter, requesting the remaining 30 pesos and labeling the postal workers as "thieves,"

completes the cycle of irony.

Technical Comparison: Character Archetypes and Perspectives

To better understand the conflicting worldviews presented in the text, we can compare the two primary figures:

Lencho and the Postmaster.



Metric of Comparison Lencho (The Protagonist) The Postmaster (The Catalyst)

Worldview Absolute Faith / Supernatural Justice Humanistic Pragmatism / Social 
Responsibility

Problem-Solving Approach Direct Appeal to Divine Authority Collective Contribution and 
Bureaucratic Logic

Linguistic Profile Simplistic, Direct, Imperative Sophisticated, Reflective, Empathetic

Perception of Money A Necessity provided by God A Resource collected through Charity

Reaction to Conflict Righteous Indignation / Distrust of 
Man

Idealistic Hope / Disillusionment 
(implied)

The Mechanics of Irony: A Theoretical Analysis

The power of "Una carta a Dios" lies in its multi-layered irony. As a Senior Technical Writer would analyze a system

failure, we can analyze the breakdown of communication between Lencho and the Postmaster.

1. Irony of Situation

The postmaster and his employees perform a selfless act, sacrificing a portion of their salaries to sustain a 

stranger's faith. The "system" works to provide a solution. However, the result of this goodness is the defamation of 

their characters. The very people who acted as "God's hands" are branded as "a bunch of crooks" (un montón de 

ladrones).

2. Irony of Perception

Lencho’s faith is so absolute that it lacks the capacity for doubt. To Lencho, God cannot make a mistake, nor can 

He deny a request for help. Therefore, the only logical explanation for the missing 30 pesos is human corruption. 

This reflects a binary logic: God is 1 (Truth/Fullness), and Man is 0 (Corrupt/Partial).

Pedagogical Implementation: Field Guide for Educational Analysis

For educators and students of Spanish literature, the following step-by-step procedure facilitates a deep technical

analysis of the text in a classroom or research setting.

1.  Vocabulary Acquisition: Identify key agricultural terms (cerro, cosecha, granizo, aguacero) and their symbolic 

weight in the narrative.

2.  Character Mapping: Trace Lencho’s emotional arc from hope to despair to righteous anger.

3.  Structural Breakdown: Locate the peripeteia (the turning point)—in this case, the moment the postmaster 

decides to answer the letter.

4.  Thematic Discussion: Debate whether Lencho’s faith is a virtue or a form of cognitive bias that blinds him to 

human kindness.

5.  Socio-Political Extension: Research the Ejido system in Mexico and how it relates to the self-sufficiency (or 

lack thereof) of farmers like Lencho.

Case Study: The "70 Pesos" Discrepancy

Consider a scenario where the postmaster managed to collect the full 100 pesos. Would the story still be a 

masterpiece? From a technical narrative standpoint, the answer is no. The 30-peso deficit is the engine of the 



story's meaning. It creates the friction necessary to reveal the protagonist's character and the author’s critique of

human nature. The deficit serves as a quantitative measure of the gap between divine expectation and human

capability.

Linguistic and Stylistic Features

López y Fuentes employs a style known as prosa transparente(transparent prose). The language is unadorned,

reflecting the stark landscape of the Mexican valley. However, this simplicity is deceptive. Key phrases such as "con

la seguridad de quien escribe a un amigo" (with the certainty of one writing to a friend) establish the technical

framework for Lencho’s relationship with the divine.

Symbolism of the Letter

The letter itself is a technical artifact. In a largely illiterate or semi-literate rural society, the act of writing is a formal,

almost ritualistic process. The stamp, the envelope, and the act of going to the post office represent an interface

between the rural world and the organized state. Lencho uses the state's infrastructure to bypass the state's

limitations.

Summary and Broader Implications

The enduring relevance of "Una carta a Dios" stems from its refusal to provide a comfortable resolution. It presents

a paradox of the human condition: faith can be a source of incredible strength, enabling a man to survive total ruin,

yet that same faith can lead to a total detachment from social reality and gratitude. The story suggests that while

human institutions are flawed, they are often the only tangible manifestation of the "divine" help we seek.

Ultimately, Gregorio López y Fuentes challenges the reader to look beyond the surface of the anecdote. The story

is a critique of a society where the poor are so marginalized that their only recourse is the supernatural, and where

the kindness of the middle class (the postmaster) is rendered invisible by the very desperation it seeks to alleviate.

In the modern technical landscape of social services and international aid, the "Lencho Problem" remains a

pertinent case study in the perception of charity and the metrics of institutional trust.
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