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In the realm of investigative journalism and anomalous phenomena documentation, few works hold the historical 

and cultural weight of 100.000 Kilómetros Tras Los Ovnis  (100,000 Kilometers Tracking UFOs). Authored by the 

prolific Spanish journalist Juan José Benítez(J.J. Benítez), this text represents a pivotal moment in 20th-century

ufology. First published in 1978, the book is not merely a collection of anecdotes but a structured reporting effort

that tracked the Unidentified Flying Object (UFO) phenomenon across the globe, with a specific focus on the

Iberian Peninsula and South America. This technical analysis explores the bibliographic history, investigative

methodology, and the physical characteristics of the various editions of this landmark work.

The Genesis of Modern Ufological Documentation

To understand the technical depth of 100.000 Kilómetros Tras Los Ovnis , one must first analyze the era in which 

it was produced. The late 1970s marked a significant transition in how anomalous aerospace phenomena were 

reported. Prior to this, many accounts were relegated to sensationalist tabloids. Benítez, leveraging his background 

as a professional journalist, introduced a level of empirical rigorand field-based documentation that was

revolutionary for the time.

The core concept of the book revolves around a physical and intellectual journey. The "100,000 kilometers" in the

title refers to the estimated distance traveled by Benítez during his early investigations, reflecting a commitment to

first-hand testimony and site inspections. This methodology is characterized by the following components:

•  Direct Witness Interviews: Prioritizing primary sources over secondary media reports.

•  Physical Evidence Collection: Analyzing landing sites and photographs using the photographic technology of 

the late 1970s.

•  Collaboration with Military Sources: Benítez was among the first journalists to gain access to declassified files 

from the Spanish Air Force (Ejército del Aire).

Core Concepts & Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework of the book is built upon Scientific Journalism applied to the esoteric. Benítez utilizes a 

system of classification that aligns with the Hynek Scale, which categorizes encounters into Close Encounters of

the First, Second, and Third kinds. However, his work also integrates a socio-cultural analysis, examining how the

presence of these phenomena impacts local communities and the psychological state of the observers.

The Investigative Trek Methodology

The technical workflow Benítez employed can be broken down into a specific procedural sequence:

1.  Sighting Triage: Filtering reports to eliminate known astronomical or aeronautical objects (e.g., Venus, 

weather balloons, or experimental aircraft).

2.  On-Site Reconstruction: Visiting the exact coordinates of a sighting to determine the line of sight and 

elevation of the object.

3.  Cross-Referencing: Comparing multiple witness accounts of the same event to identify inconsistencies or 

corroborate specific details like color, velocity, and sound.



Technical Analysis & Bibliographic Taxonomy

The bibliographic history of 100.000 Kilómetros Tras Los Ovnis is complex, spanning over four decades and

involving several major publishing houses. From an archival perspective, the physical variations in these editions

reflect the evolution of the book market and the enduring popularity of the subject matter.

Physical Specifications and Editions

Analysis of the JSON data reveals several key editions that serve as benchmarks for collectors and researchers:

•  1978 First Edition (Plaza & Janés): This is the seminal release. It established the author's reputation and 

featured a specific trim size (approximately 6.25 x 9 inches) and a page count of around 302 pages.

•  1984 Hardcover Release: Published by Plaza & Janés, this version (ISBN: 8401311152) provided a more 

durable format for libraries and serious researchers.

•  1997/1998 Random House Mondadori Edition: A smaller, mass-market paperback format (4.75 x 7 inches) 

with an increased page count of 344, likely due to font scaling and layout adjustments.

•  2000 Planeta-De Agostini Edition: Part of a collectible series, this edition (ISBN 13: 9788439584445) 

presented the work in a hardcover format for a new generation of readers.

Comparison & Evaluation Matrix

The following table provides a side-by-side technical comparison of the most notable editions found in the

bibliographic record.



Publication 
Year

Publisher ISBN-13 / 
ISBN-10

Format Page Count Technical Notes

1978 Plaza & Janés / 
Aims Intl

8401311152 Softcover 302 Original release; 
high archival 
value.

1984 Plaza & Janés 9788401311154 Hardcover ~310 Durable binding; 
search-market 
staple.

1997 Random House 
Mondadori

Unknown 
(Mondadori)

Pocket Edition 344 Compact 
dimensions; 
higher page 
density.

2000 Planeta-De 
Agostini

9788439584445 Hardcover Various Part of a 
specialized 
esoterica 
collection.

Late Reprints Librería Rola 
Libros

9788401479045 Trade Paperback 300+ Contemporary 
distribution in 
Spain/LATAM.

Investigative Workflow: A Field Guide for Researchers

Drawing from the techniques established in the book, modern researchers can adopt a Structured UAP 

Documentation Protocol. While technology has evolved from film cameras to high-definition digital sensors and

radar-linked tracking apps, the fundamental principles of Benítez's 100,000 km journey remain relevant.

Step-by-Step Field Documentation Procedure

1.  Immediate Witness Debriefing: Conduct interviews separately to avoid "memory contamination" where 

witnesses influence each other's descriptions.

2.  Site Triangulation: Use GPS coordinates to mark the witness's position and the last known position of the 

object. Calculate potential altitude using trigonometric functions if multiple witness angles are available.

3.  Environmental Data Logging: Record local weather conditions, solar activity (to rule out aurora or sun 

pillars), and proximity to military or civilian flight paths.

4.  Forensic Soil Analysis: In cases of alleged "landings," soil samples should be analyzed for thermal variations, 

chemical residue, or compression anomalies.

Mathematical Model for Sighting Probability

While Benítez's work is narrative-driven, modern analysts often use a Probability Score (P)to evaluate the

technical validity of a report. This can be expressed as:

P = (W * C * E) / A

Where:

  W: Witness Reliability (scale of 1-10).

  C: Corroboration (number of independent observers).

  E: Empirical Evidence (photos, radar, physical traces).



  A: Ambiguity (potential for mundane explanation).

Case Studies & Technical Challenges

A significant portion of 100.000 Kilómetros Tras Los Ovnis  focuses on specific failure modes of standard 

perception. Benítez highlights cases where the human eye was deceived, but more importantly, he documents 

cases that defy conventional physics—specifically those involving instantaneous acceleration and non-ballistic 

trajectories.

Troubleshooting Data Integrity in Ufology

One of the primary challenges in documentation is the Signal-to-Noise Ratio. In the 1970s, "noise" consisted of

celestial bodies and aircraft lights. Today, this has shifted to drones, Starlink satellite trains, and CGI hoaxes.

Researchers must apply the same skepticism Benítez used to separate "prosaic" events from "anomalous" ones.

Operational Challenges & Solutions

•  Challenge: Degradation of photographic evidence over time. Solution: High-resolution digital scanning and 

spectral analysis of original negatives (as seen in modern re-evaluations of 1970s cases).

•  Challenge: Witness anonymity vs. credibility. Solution: Implementing secure, encrypted reporting channels 

that protect witness identity while allowing for verified professional credentials.

•  Challenge: Geopolitical barriers to site access. Solution: Utilizing satellite imagery and remote sensing to 

analyze restricted areas mentioned in historical reports.

The Broader Implications of Benítez's Work

The legacy of 100.000 Kilómetros Tras Los Ovnis  extends beyond the niche of ufology into the broader field of 

Investigative Journalism. Benítez demonstrated that a journalist could tackle a marginalized subject with the

same intensity as a political or economic investigation. By documenting 100,000 kilometers of travel, he established

a standard for "shoe-leather journalism" in the study of the unexplained.

In the current landscape, where the United States Department of Defense has rebranded UFOs as UAPs 

(Unidentified Anomalous Phenomena)and established the All-domain Anomaly Resolution Office (AARO), the

early field work of J.J. Benítez takes on a new technical significance. These historical records provide a multi-

decade baseline that allows contemporary scientists to look for patterns in UAP behavior over time. The 1978 data

points are now essential for longitudinal studies of aerospace anomalies.

Ultimately, the various editions of this book—whether the 1978 Plaza & Janés original or the 2000 Planeta-De

Agostini reprint—stand as a testament to a period of intense curiosity and systematic inquiry. For the technical

writer, the bibliophile, or the aerospace researcher, the work serves as a comprehensive archive of a time when the

world first began to systematically look up and record the unknown with a professional lens. The meticulous

recording of ISBNs, page counts, and publisher data ensures that this investigative journey remains accessible for

future analysis, maintaining its place in the technical history of 20th-century anomalous research.
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